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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups 

 Have the students read through lesson scriptures and discuss the characters, the  
 scenario, points of view and what the lesson is in the story or scriptures.

 Use discussion questions to discuss further and breakdown.

 Activity - Play, Movie, Poem, Rap, Comic, student directed. Suggestions below.

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate work into class/students folders

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Baptism

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about and understand what baptism is and what it means to us. Themes: 
baptism, repentance, obedience, born again of water.
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Lesson	Content
Read together and discuss the following versus...

Luke 3:3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Matthew 3:1-6 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of 
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 3 This is he who 
was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’ “ 4 John’s clothes were 
made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was lo-
custs and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and 
the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him 
in the Jordan River. 

Further information:
Baptism is when someone is immersed (put under) water to be cleansed from their 
sins. Baptism can be said to be a sign of obedience. Jesus did it and he wants us 
to do it also. The miracle is not in the baptism but what happens after when we’ve 
repented and when we truly believe.

John the Baptist was born around 6 months before Jesus. Like Jesus his birth was 
also a miracle because his mum couldn’t have children. When Elizabeth was six 
months pregnant with John Mary visited her. When Mary told Elizabeth that she 
was pregnant with Jesus, Elizabeth’s unborn baby (John) lept for joy inside her.

John the Baptist started his ministry of baptising people not long before Jesus be-
gan his ministry of preaching the word, healing people and performing miracles. 
John’s job was to prepare the way for Jesus. He told people to get baptised and 
repent of their sins and prepared them for the arrival of Jesus.

John baptised Jesus when they were both about 30 years old. It was after this that 
Jesus went to spend 40 days fasting before he began preaching and healing.
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(Luke 1, Matthew 3:4-6)

Acts 2 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.

Discussion	Questions
1. What does it mean when it says Jesus’ ministry or John’s ministry? jobs, call-
ing
2. What is baptism? 
3. What does baptism do? TN: Baptism cleanses from sin. It represents bury-
ing our old life and starting a new one with God. When we are baptised we are 
repenting of our sins. Repentance was covered last lesson.
4. Have you seen someone get baptised? Who?
5. Did you understand what baptism was before today?
6. Do you understand what it means to be baptised now?
7. What was John the baptist doing by baptising and getting people to repent 
before Jesus starting his ministry? TN: John the Baptist was preparing the way for 
Jesus. When people came and got baptised they buried their old life and repent-
ed of their sins. They were then more prepared for the coming of Jesus.

Activities/Craft
  • Notes. In their books help the children write the lessons title along with scrip-

tures in their own words or just write the references with an explanation. You 
may like to do this as a group or have them do it individually depending on 
their abilities. If the scripture reference is really long or difficult, have them 
abbreviate it or just write out the key parts and themes. The idea is to help 
them gain a better understanding of the scripture and/or story and not be 
stressful for you or the children.

• Bible search. Give students some references to find and say allowed and/
or scriptures to find in their bibles using their concordance. You may need 
to coach them a little on how to use their concordance. If they’re good at it 
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have a few races to see who can get there first and yell out the scripture or refer-
ence.

• Word search. See attached.

• Silent Ball. Everyone stands in a circle silent. One person starts with the ball 
and throws is to whoever they which except for the person next to them (unless 
there are small numbers). The throw must be soft and placed between the catch-
ers knees and shoulders and within arms length. If someone does a bad throw, 
drops the ball or makes a noise they have to sit down. The game finishes when 
there is one person standing.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Make your own Find a word activity sheet to give to a partner to solve,
Use the template provided.  To make it more interesting, create a hidden message 
once the words are all in place and before you fill the blank spaces.

        
BAPTISM     SPIRIT
REPENTANCE     SIGNS
JESUS      HEALING
JOHN      MIRACLES
SIN       MARY
FORGIVENESS     JOSEPH
SAVED      ELIZABETH
LOCUSTS      ZACHARIAH
HONEY     FELLOWSHIP
SACRIFICE      CHURCH


