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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups 

 Have the students read through lesson scriptures and discuss the characters, the  
 scenario, points of view and what the lesson is in the story or scriptures.

 Use discussion questions to discuss further and breakdown.

 Activity - Play, Movie, Poem, Rap, Comic, student directed. Suggestions below.

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate work into class/students folders

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parable of the Alert Servant

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the purpose of the parables of Jesus Christ through the 
parable of the Alert Servant. Themes: Being Alert
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Lesson	Content

The Parable of the Alert Servant

Mark 13:33-37 “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time 
is. It is like a man going out to a far country, who left his house and gave authority 
to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 
Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in 
the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— lest, 
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping, and what I say to you, I say to you all: 
Watch!”

In this parable, Jesus uses the character of a Master going away to a foreign 
country, to illustrate His ascending to Heaven and leaving earth behind until the 
Second Coming. At that time, Jesus was still with the people, but today Jesus has 
in fact gone to a far country. This is no longer just the topic of a parable. It says in 
the Scriptures just before this passage, concerning the Day of His second coming; 
that we cannot know exactly when Jesus will return. In Matthew 24:36 Jesus said 
“But of that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My 
Father only.” 

The disciples expected Jesus to return in their lifetime and so have many others 
over the centuries. Many people have professed to know when Jesus was returning 
and many have already been found to be incorrect. The scripture says:

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. Therefore, 
you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
(Matthew 24:42 and 44)

Our task is to maintain our relationship with Jesus Christ and do his will on earth 
which includes sharing our experience with others. We want to see as many peo-
ple as possible meet Jesus when he returns.

In several parables, Jesus talks about leaving people in charge. In the “Parable 
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of the Talents” and the “Parable of the Ten Minas,” He speaks about going away 
and leaving us to do something good and faithful while He is gone. In the “Par-
able of the Five Foolish Virgins,” people were waiting for the bridegroom, whose 
return was delayed. In the “Parable of the Wedding Feast,” the King sent out for 
people to come to his feast, but they all had their excuses! In this parable, Jesus 
was telling the people that He would be going and then returning some time 
later, pointing people towards His imminent return.

We have been left in charge of doing the work of Jesus Christ on earth. We have 
been given the authority by Jesus and are capable of doing just as he did.

1 Corinthians 15:51 says: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed – in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.”

Some information gathered from: M.R. Payne (2010) ‘The Parables of Jesus 
Made Simple’. http://www.parables-of-jesus-christ.net/the-parable-of-the-alert-
servant-made-simple-mark-13-33-37.html. Date accessed 20/01/2012

Discussion	Questions
1. What does ‘being alert’ mean?
2. What do we have to watch for? TN: Things that will make us take our eyes of 
Jesus and make us walk away from his calling.
3. What does authority mean?
4. Who did the master give authority to? TN: The master gave the authority to 
his servants, we are the servants of Jesus Christ and we have been given the au-
thority to do the work of Jesus in his absence.
5. What did Jesus achieve while he was on earth? TN: Have the children share 
some stories of the love of Jesus shown on earth, the miracles and healings etc...
6. What have we been left in charge of and what is our responsibility?
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Activities/Craft
• Catch the Flag. Play a game of ‘catch the flag’, ‘oz tag’ or similar where the 

children have to protect something whether it be an object or team member. The 
children will have to practice being alert and keeping constant watch to win the 
game.

• Summary of the Term. Do a summary of the Parables covered over the term. 
Give a brief explanation if needed and allow the children to share with the group 
what they remember. 

1. Build you house on the Rock. 2. Leaven/Mustard Seed. 3. Sower and the Seed/
Weeds. 4. Hidden Treasure/Pearl of great price. 5. The Great Feast. 6. Lost 
Sheep/Lost Coin. 7. Friend at Midnight. 8. Unmerciful Servant.

• Favourite Parable. Have the children share their favourite parable and what 
lessons they got out of it.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables they 
learn over the term. Have the write the story of the parable in their own words 
along with the bible reference. Use this time to discuss the scripture with indi-
viduals and assess their understanding. They can then draw or cut and paste a 
picture into the book that relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments 
where applicable.

• Charades. Have the students take turns at guessing the Parable when acted by 
you or one of them. Use the list attached of the Parables covered.

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


