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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups 

 Have the students read through lesson scriptures and discuss the characters, the  
 scenario, points of view and what the lesson is in the story or scriptures.

 Use discussion questions to discuss further and breakdown.

 Activity - Play, Movie, Poem, Rap, Comic, student directed. Suggestions below.

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate work into class/students folders

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven - Hidden Treasure and Pearl

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven through the parable of the 
Hidden Treasure and the parable of the Pearl of Great Price. Themes: Precious treas-
ure, value.
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Lesson	Content

Read Matthew 13:44-46 Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl.

Read Matthew 13:47-52 Parable of the Net

Discussion	Questions
1. What is a pearl worth? TN: The merchant sold everything he owned for the 
pearl. A pearl is a hard object produced within the soft tissue (specifically the 
mantle) of a living shelled mollusk. Just like the shell of a mollusk, a pearl is made 
up of calcium carbonate in minute crystalline form, which has been deposited in 
concentric layers. The ideal pearl is perfectly round and smooth, but many other 
shapes of pearls (baroque pearls) occur. The finest quality natural pearls have 
been highly valued as gemstones and objects of beauty for many centuries, and 
because of this, the word pearl has become a metaphor for something very rare, 
fine, admirable, and valuable. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl date accessed 
19-08-2011).
2. What did the man have to do in the first story when he hid the treasure in a 
feild that wasn’t his? TN: He sold everything he had so he could buy it. 
3. Jesus used these two parables to describe the Kingdom of God.Why? TN: 
If we have the Kingdom of God living inside of us then we have something ex-
tremely precious. Pearls are still used as a metaphor for precious things today and 
therefore this parable is still effective.
4. What’s the most precious thing to you?
5. When you value something how do you treat it? TN: You’re careful with it, ap-
preciate it, keep it clean, value it, keep it safe etc...
6. How does God want us to keep the Kingdom of God? TN: Like it is the most 
precious thing to us.

Activities/Craft
• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables they 

learn over the term. Have the write the story of the parable in their own words 
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along with the bible reference. Use this time to discuss the scripture with indi-
viduals and assess their understanding. They can then draw or cut and paste 
a picture into the book that relates to the parable(s) each week. See attach-
ments where applicable.

• Interpretive Dance/Play/Poem. Have the children come up with an 
interpretive dance, play or poem on one or both of the stories.

• Study. Gather resources for the students to do a study on where pearls come 
from. You could collect various print outs/photocopies and give the students 
high-lighters to mark areas of interest as they read to then have them share 
their findings with the group.

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


