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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups 

 Have the students read through lesson scriptures and discuss the characters, the  
 scenario, points of view and what the lesson is in the story or scriptures.

 Use discussion questions to discuss further and breakdown.

 Activity - Play, Movie, Poem, Rap, Comic, student directed. Suggestions below.

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate work into class/students folders

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Jesus is born

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about and appreciate the Birth of Jesus and how the birth of Jesus impacted 
on Joseph. Themes: Marriage, obedience, promise.

Lesson	Content
Matthew 1:18-25 Jesus mother Mary was to be married to Joseph but before they 
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were married she became pregnant by God. Because Joseph her husband was kind 
and didn’t want to expose Mary to public embarrassment and shame, he thought to 
divorce her in private. But then an angel appeared to Joseph and said “Do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from God. She 
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of God 
commanded.

Discussion	Questions
1. What do you think Joseph practised when he listened to the angel? 
 Teacher note: Obedience
2. Why do we need to be obedient? 
 Teacher note:  
 You get rewards – maybe not always straight away, but like Joseph the reward  
 does come in time, as did Jesus, an awesome gift. God chose them to raise  
 Jesus, what an honour!  
 It will help the person you are obedient too – Joseph being obedient helped   
 God’s plan.  
 Often it helps you – If your parents ask you to put your seat belt on, and you do  
 so, you will be kept safe.

Activities/Craft
• Mind Map Give each student their ‘Mind Map’ templates. They will be filling 

out the mind map over the term and by the end have a big visual picture of who 
Jesus is. Children are filling out one section per lesson. Have them fill in the  
section with text or pictures that highlight the lessons learning. After your  
discussion you will have some key points to work with that summarise the  
week’s topic. Follow on with another activity.

• Power Verse John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that who ever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  
This is the first of three ‘Power Versus the seniors will receive this term. Ask them 
if they can remember the terms power verse and how it relates to ‘Who Jesus is’. 
See folder for Power Verse activities.

• Skit Have the children read through and re-enact a part of the Birth of Jesus 
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(see Matt 1-2, Luke 1-2). If you have enough children to have two groups, have 
one tell the story of Mary and Joseph and the other the story of the Wise Men.

• Choice & Consequence Train Chains Make a paper chain by interlock-
ing strips of paper together to form circles. Have someone (or all the kids take 
turns) pull one end of the chain. Point out that wherever the first one is pulled, 
the rest follow. Like pulling on the first chain, you can choose your actions.  
Also, like the rest of the links in the chain, consequences will follow. You can’t 
choose the consequences. If you don’t obey, you know that there will be  
a consequence for you action.

• Create a Treasure Map Create a list of directions for the children to follow 
and complete to find treasure. There are always great rewards when we follow 
the rules.

• Planet Rules Give each child a piece of paper. Each child needs to draw a 
large circle on their page. Now explain to them they have just drawn their own 
cosmic planet. Now they need to write or draw all the ‘safety rules’ for their 
planet for those who live on it. You may want to source colourful card and  
glitter for this exercise.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


