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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read storybook if available or children’s bible*)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parable of the Alert Servant

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To begin an understanding of the purpose of the parables of Jesus Christ through 
the parable of the Alert Servant. Themes: Being Alert
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Lesson	Content
The Parable of the Alert Servant

Mark 13:33-37 “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time 
is. It is like a man going out to a far country, who left his house and gave authority 
to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 
Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in 
the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— lest, 
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping, and what I say to you, I say to you all: 
Watch!” 

In this parable Jesus is talking about himself leaving earth and then returning later 
at a time when no one can know. The master tells his servants to watch and pray 
because they cannot know when he will return.

We don’t know when Jesus will return therefore we have to be alert at all times, 
praying daily and watching for things that might stop us from being with Jesus.

Discussion	Questions
1. What does ‘being alert’ mean?
2. What do we have to watch for? TN: Things that will make us take our eyes of 
Jesus and make us walk away from his calling.
3. Who is the master in the story? TN: Jesus.
4. Who are we in the story? TN: the servants.
5. What does authority mean?
6. Who did the master give authority to? TN: The master gave the authority to his 
servants, if we are his servants then we have the authority of Jesus Christ. We have 
been given the authority to do the work of Jesus in his absence.
7. What did Jesus achieve while he was on earth? TN: Have the children share 
some stories of the love of Jesus shown on earth, the miracles and healings etc...

Activities/Craft
• Simon Says. Play ‘Simon Says’ and use the game to discuss being alert and 

listening for the cues in the game. If the children are old enough you could 
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also play ‘Overboard’.

• Summary of the Term. Do a summary of the Parables covered over the 
term. Give a brief explanation if needed and allow the children to share with 
the group what they remember. 

1. Build you house on the Rock. 2. Leaven/Mustard Seed. 3. Sower and the 
Seed/Weeds. 4. Hidden Treasure/Pearl of great price. 5. The Great Feast. 6. 
Lost Sheep/Lost Coin. 7. Friend at Midnight. 8. Unmerciful Servant. 

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables 
they learn over the term. After pasting in the reference (see attachment) they 
can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the book that relates to the 
parable(s) each week. See attachments where applicable.

• Colouring in. Find an appropriate picture for the children to colour in or 
have the children draw a picture of their favourite parable and what they 
learned from it.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________



Mark 13:33-37 “Take heed, watch and pray; 
for you do not know when the time is. It is like 
a man going out to a far country, who left his 
house and gave authority to his servants, and 
to each his work, and commanded the door-
keeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you do 
not know when the master of the house is com-
ing—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing 
of the rooster, or in the morning— lest, coming 
suddenly, he find you sleeping, and what I say 
to you, I say to you all: Watch!” 

Mark 13:33-37 “Take heed, watch and pray; 
for you do not know when the time is. It is like 
a man going out to a far country, who left his 
house and gave authority to his servants, and 
to each his work, and commanded the door-
keeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you do 
not know when the master of the house is com-
ing—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing 
of the rooster, or in the morning— lest, coming 
suddenly, he find you sleeping, and what I say 
to you, I say to you all: Watch!”


