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Structure

1. Sunday school assembly 10-15min. 
Includes music, testimonies, tithe & opening prayer

2. Summary from previous lesson - Jacob’s Children

3. Introduce lesson topic

4. Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible

5. Discuss and breakdown – use discussion questions

6. Craft/Activity

7. Summary of lesson

8. Cleanup, teacher to stick craft/activities away in children’s portfolio’s

9. Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games

10. Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator or rfsundayschool@gmail.com

Lesson Title
Children of Israel - Jacob’s Wealth Increases

Lesson Purpose and Themes
To learn about the Children of Israel, their history and purpose. Themes: Jacob’s 
wealth increases, Laban’s broken promises...

References and Notes
Genesis 30-31

Last lesson we learned about the birth of Jacob’s thirteen children and the jealousy 
between Jacob’s wives Leah and Rachel.

Soon after Joseph (the second youngest) was born, Jacob asked Laban (the father of 
his wives) if he could go back to his homeland. Laban didn’t want Jacob to go be-
cause Jacob was a very hard worker and Laban had become very wealthy because 
of Jacob. If Jacob left Laban would also have to pay him for his work for the past 20 
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years. This also worried Laban because Jacob had worked very hard over the past 
20 years. 

Jacob had never been concerned about having money or possessions however 
after having Joseph his thinking changed and he desired to be independent and 
wealthy himself so he could provide for his large and growing family.

Genesis 30:31-33 “Don’t give me anything,” Jacob replied. “But if you will do 
this one thing for me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching over them: 32 
Let me go through all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled or 
spotted sheep, every dark-colored lamb and every spotted or speckled goat. They 
will be my wages. 33 And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever 
you check on the wages you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not 
speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is not dark-colored, will be considered sto-
len.”

Laban agreed as most of his flocks were white however he decided to get his sons 
to take half of the spotted and speckled ones three days journey away so Jacob 
wouldn’t take them even though he said he would give him all of them.

Jacob was very clever however and made a striped fence where both his flocks and 
Laban’s flocks drank water. Jacob put the strongest and best flock together to mate 
and when they gave birth to spotted or striped young Jacob would put them aside 
with his herd. As time went on Jacob’s heard grew very big and strong.

Laban saw Jacob’s wealth increase. He wasn’t pleased so he decided that Jacob 
could only have the spotted ones, but then the spotted ones increased so Laban 
said that Jacob could only have the striped ones.

It didn’t matter what Laban did because God was in control of Jacob’s wealth and 
his flock grew strong and big regardless of Laban. Jacob took full responsibility for 
his flocks, he stayed awake at night watching over them and not one miscarried.

After six more years in Laban’s country Jacob realised that Laban’s household did 
not like him any more so he decided to listen to God and return home. Next les-
son we will learn about Jacob’s journey home and being reunited with his brother 
Esau.
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Discussion Questions
1. How many boys and girls did Jacob have?

2. What does it mean to be independent? TN: When we have the Holy Spirit we 
because independent of our parents and God works directly with us and our heart.

3. What does wealthy mean?

4. Why didn’t Jacob naturally care for wealth? TN: Jacob had great faith in God. 
God had promised to care and provide for him in Padam Aram (Laban’s country).

5. Why did Jacob want to increase in wealth? TN: So he could stand on his own 
and provide for his family.

6. What do your parents/grandparents do to provide for you family? TN: Although 
we know that God will supply all our needs, we are expected to be a part of society 
and earn a living.

Activities/Craft
•	 Sleeping Sheep. Sheep tend to sleep standing up because they are always 

watching for foxes and other animals that might try and kill them. Play a game 
of ‘sleeping sheep’ where the kids have to sleep standing up staying as still as 
possibly. If they move, the have to sit down, last person standing wins.

•	 Starring Contest. Jacob would stay awake all night to watch over his flock 
to make sure that nothing bad happened to them. With this in mind have the 
children have a starring contest. Mix it up with ‘no blinking’, ‘no smiling’, ‘no 
flinching’.

•	 Colouring In. See attached. Encourage the children to give one goat spots 
and the other stripes.

•	 Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

•	 See	filing	cabinet	and	craft	books	for	additional	activities	or	create	your	own.




