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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven through the parable of the 
Unmerciful servant. Themes: Forgiveness.
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Lesson	Content

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times 
shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was 
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

   26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he 
begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, 
cancelled the debt and let him go. 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what 
you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off 
and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other 
servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master 
everything that had happened. 

32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my 
heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 

Discussion	Questions
1. What is forgiveness?
2. How many times should we forgive someone who has wronged us?
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3. How can people wrong us?
4. How have you wronged someone? Did you apologise? How did you feel when 
you knew that your apology was accepted?
5. How was the servant unmerciful?
6. How much did the servant owe the King?
7. How much was the servant owed?
8. What did the King do for the servant?
9. What did the servant do to the man that owed him money?
10. Why is the King who wanted to settle accounts like Kingdom of Heaven?
11. What is the parable encourage us to be? How?

Activities/Craft
• Charades. Have the children take turns at guessing the Parable when acted 

by you or one or two of the other children. Use the list attached of the Parables 
covered so far.

• Discuss. Go around in a circle and have each child share a time when they 
had to apologise for something. Ask them to explain how it felt when their apol-
ogy was accepted. Go around again and ask them to share a time when they 
forgave someone. Let them know that everyone makes mistakes and everyone 
will need to apologise at some time. It is even more important that we forgive 
people when we feel wronged. Forgiveness will always make everything better 
again.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables they 
learn over the term. Help them fill in the blanks on the attachment and stick in 
their booklet. They can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the book that 
relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments where applicable. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________



Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came to 
Jesus and asked, “Lord, how ____ times 
shall I _______ my brother or ______ 
who sins against ___? Up to ______ 
times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, 
not seven times, but ______-seven times. 

Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came to Je-
sus and asked, “Lord, how ____ times shall 
I _______ my brother or ______ who sins 
against ___? Up to ______ times?” 22 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
______-seven times.  

Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came to Je-
sus and asked, “Lord, how ____ times shall 
I _______ my brother or ______ who sins 
against ___? Up to ______ times?” 22 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
______-seven times. 
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Parables	Covered	in	this	Unit:
Build your House on the Rock
Parable of the Leaven
Parable of the Mustard Seed
Parable of the Sower
Parable of the Weeds
Parable of the Hidden Treasure
Parable of the Pearl of Great Price
Parable of the Ambitious Guest
Parable of the Lost Sheep
Parable of the Lost Coin
Parable of the Friend at Midnight
Parable of the Unmerciful Servant


