
Intermediate	

UNIT: THE PARABLES 7/9 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parables of the Friend at Midnight

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of prayer through the parable of the Friend at Midnight. 
Themes: Ask, seek, knock; God gives good things.
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Lesson	Content

After Jesus had told his disciples how to pray he told them the Parable of the Friend 
at Midnight.

Luke 11:5-13 Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose 
you went to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. 
You say to him, 6 ‘A friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for 
him to eat.’ 7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The 
door is locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ 8 
But I tell you this, though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking 
long enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shame-
less persistence.

9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10 
For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? 
12 Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! 13 So if 
you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”

Discussion	Questions
1. What do you do when you really want something from your parents?
2.  Do they sometimes give in if you ask enough?
3. Why did the friend finally get up and to give his friend the bread? TN: When ask-
ing for the Spirit or for anything God wants us to nag him and nag him until be get 
an answer.
4. If you asked your Mum or Dad for a sandwich would they give you one with 
rocks in it? TN: Jesus loves us even more than our parents do. If our parents want to 
give us good things then how much more will Jesus want to?
8. What will God give you if you keep on asking? TN: The Holy Spirit.
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Activities/Craft
• Hero versus God. Have students draw two columns, one with their fa-

vourite hero up the top and the other with God. Have them list 3 great things 
about their favourite hero and then three great things about God. Have the 
students discuss their answers with each other. Afterwards ask them which 
door they could knock on at midnight to ask for something? God said he will 
answer every prayer, hero’s have limitations. No hero, real or imaginary can 
meet our needs like God.

• Re-enactment. Break the children into groups and have them re-enact the 
parable of the Visitor at Midnight. They could be creative and change the 
loaves of bread to something else.

• Friendship Bracelet. Have the children make themselves friendship brace-
lets to remind them of The Friend they have in God. Search online to find a 
method suitable for the age group.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables 
they learn over the term. Help them fill in the blanks on the attachment and 
stick in their booklet. They can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the 
book that relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments where appli-
cable. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________



Luke 11:9 “And so I tell you, keep on 
__________, and you will _______ what 
you ____ for. Keep on _______, and you 
will ____. Keep on ________, and the 
door will be _______ to you”. 
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____ for. Keep on _______, and you will 
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