
Intermediate	

UNIT: THE PARABLES 6/9 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parables of Redemption - Lost Sheep and Lost Coin

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven through the parable of the Lost 
Sheep and the parable of the Lost Coin. Themes: lost and found, great rejoicing.
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Lesson	Content

There are three parables about things that have been lost. In each story the thing 
that is lost has been found after much searching and there is great rejoicing after-
wards. You will have to gage where the children are at as to whether you read all 
three parables or just one or two.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Luke 15:1-7 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 
Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one 
of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds 
it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell 
you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin

Luke 15:8-10 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she 
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 
have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Parable of the Lost Son

Luke 15:11-24 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all 
he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 
After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 
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he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 “When 
he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fat-
tened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

Discussion	Questions
1. What does it mean to be lost? TN: Being lost means that we don’t know 
where we are or where we are going. People who don’t know God are lost be-
cause they don’t know why they are hear on earth and they don’t know where 
they are going.
2. Why did the Shepherd leave ninety nine of his sheep when he realised one 
was lost? TN: Because the little sheep mattered to him and we matter to God. 
God knows all His sheep and He knows when one is lost and needs finding.
3. What have you lost before?
4. Did you go searching for it?
5. How did you feel when you found it? TN: Just like the little sheep was pre-
cious to the Shepherd we are precious to God and so are all the people around 
us. God won’t let any of his sheep stay lost, he will always search long and hard 
until he finds them and when he does he will rejoice.
6. What does rejoice mean?
7. What did the farther do when his son returned home? TN: Even after going 
out into the world and doing lots of silly things, there was great rejoicing when the 
son returned. God wants anyone who leaves him to return no matter what they 
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have done. We have a very forgiving God.
8. What is forgiveness?

Activities/Craft
• Hide and Seek. Play Hide and seek but only one person hides. Give them 

30 seconds to find a hiding spot and then everyone has to find the person. The 
person who finds the one hiding then has a turn at hiding. Alternatively if you 
are in a small room: Have the children all close their eyes while you hide a coin 
or small item. When hidden they have to find it. The person who finds the item 
can hide it next or you can hide it each time.

• Memory Game. Play a game of memory: Have the children view a selection 
of items for 1 minute. Afterwards they have to write down as many items as they 
can. Jesus knows each and everyone of us and we are very special to Him.

• Lost Coin in a Field Game. Have the children cut up enough 2x3 cm strips 
of green paper to cover an A4 sheet of paper. Then have them stick each strip 
onto the A4 sheet only putting glue on the top of each so that they can fold up. 
When completed give each child a 5 cent piece and some blue tack to place 
under one of the strips. The game is for the player(s) to find the hidden coin in 
the least amount of attempts.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables they 
learn over the term. Help them fill in the blanks on the attachment and stick in 
their booklet. They can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the book that 
relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments where applicable. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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