
Intermediate	

UNIT: THE PARABLES 5/9 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Humility - Parable of the Ambitious Guest

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of humility through the parable of the Ambitious Guest. 
Themes: Humility, putting others first, honour.
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Lesson	Content

The Parable of the Ambitious Guest

Luke 14:7-14 When Jesus noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the 
table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have 
been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give 
this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important 
place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be hon-
ored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 Then Jesus 
said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite 
you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot 
repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Further reading - Parable of the Great Feast Luke 14:15-24 

Discussion	Questions
1. What is humility?
2. What is a place of honour?
3. Why did Jesus say not to take the place of honour? TN: Jesus said that we should   
sit in a place less honourable so we wouldn’t get embarrassed when someone hon-
ourable came requiring us to give up our seat. Giving up our seat or sitting some-
where less honourable from the start is showing humility. It is saying that you don’t 
think that you are the most important person there.
4. How can you show humility at a party? TN: Allowing others to choose from the 
table/plate first, choosing the smaller piece of cake etc.
5. Why does Jesus want you to invite the poor to your party? TN: Jesus wants you to 
give without expecting something in return. If you invite a poor person to your party 
they might not be able to bring you a great present or be able to have a party to 
invite you to.
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6. How do you feel when you are invited to a party?
7. Does it make you feel special?
8. What does ‘Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resur-
rection of the righteous’ mean?

Activities/Craft
• Piggy in The Middle. Play Piggy in the Middle where one person tries to 

get the ball off the others while they pass it between themselves. Only the 
person trying to get the ball can move their feet. Stop after everyone has had 
a turn in the middle and ask the kids how they felt when they were in the mid-
dle. What did it feel like to be left out? Piggy in the Middle is just a game but 
some people get left out all the time. It’s important to notice the people that 
aren’t included and make them feel valued. They might not be the coolest 
person or have nice clothes or be able to offer anything in return but you will 
make them feel special. In turn Jesus will bless you too.

• Comic Strip. Have the children draw a comic strip of the Parable of the Am-
bitious Guest.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables 
they learn over the term. Help them fill in the blanks on the attachment and 
stick in their booklet. They can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the 
book that relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments where appli-
cable. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________



Luke 14:7-10 “When someone ______ you 
to a wedding feast, do not take the ______ of 
______, for a person more distinguished than 
you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host 
who invited both of you will come and say 
to you, ‘Give this person your _____.’ Then, 
__________, you will have to take the least 
important place. 10 But when you are invited, 
take the ______ place, so that when your host 
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to 
a ______ place.’ Then you will be ________ 
in the presence of all the other guests.
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