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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Parables of Growth - Leaven and Mustard Seed

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven through the parable of the 
Leaven and the parable of the Mustard Seed. Themes: Growth, faith and the King-
dom of God.
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Lesson	Content

Parable of the Leaven and parable of the Mustard Seed.

Matthew 13:31-35 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest 
of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds come and perch in its branches.” 

 33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the 
dough.” 

 34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything 
to them without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the 
prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the crea-
tion of the world.”

Discussion	Questions
1. What is a parable?
2. Why did Jesus use parables to explain things to people? TN: When Jesus told 
this parable there would have been many yellow flowered mustard plants around 
the people. The people would have known and seen how small the mustard seed 
was and how big it’s tree grows. Therefore they would have been able to understand 
what Jesus was saying about the Kingdom of God. 
3. What is the Kingdom of Heaven? TN:The Kingdom of God and Heaven are the 
same thing (the different gospels use different words for the same story). Each and 
every one of us are God’s Kingdom and place on earth and a part of his Kingdom. 
4. Why did Jesus use the parable of the leaven to explain this story? TN: Jesus was 
talking about great growth from something small. This could be referred to as us as 
individuals, a group of Christian’s or the word of God around the world.
4. What happens to bread that doesn’t have yeast/leaven in it?
5. Have you ever seen a failed cake? What did it look like?
6. What can we do to help grow the Kingdom of God? TN: Discuss the church and 
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the children as individuals. You might like to refer to John15: 5 “I am the vine; 
you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. If we remain attached to Christ we can be-
come a very strong branch on his vine and do great things. 

Activities/Craft
• Happy Grass Heads. You will need: Old stockings, seeds, cotton wool 

and cups. First put some seeds in the end of the stocking and stuff with cotton 
wool. Then tie in a knot and sit knot side down in a cup. Have children put 
eyes, noes and mouth to make a face. They can draw the features on card 
and stick on and/or use googly eyes. If the children put a little bit of water on 
the top everyday and keep it in a well lit area it will begin to grow hair. They 
can cut it too.

• Parable Booklet. Have the children keep a booklet on all the parables 
they learn over the term. Help them fill in the blanks on the attachment and 
stick in their booklet. They can then draw or cut and paste a picture into the 
book that relates to the parable(s) each week. See attachments where appli-
cable.

• Make bread or scones. Find a recipe and make bread, scones or pizza 
bases. Discuss the rising agent and how a small amount can affect the whole 
dough. You might like to made two batches, one with the rising agent and 
one without. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
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____________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________



Matthew 13:31-33 He told them another _____: 
“The ________ of heaven is like a _________ 
seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
32 Though it is the _________ of all seeds, yet 
when it grows, it is the ________ of garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the _____ come and 
perch in its _________.” 

 33 He told them still another parable: “The king-
dom of heaven is like ______ that a woman took 
and mixed into about sixty pounds of _____ until 
it worked all through the ________.” 

Matthew 13:31-33 He told them another _____: 
“The ________ of heaven is like a _________ 
seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
32 Though it is the _________ of all seeds, yet 
when it grows, it is the ________ of garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the _____ come and 
perch in its _________.” 

 33 He told them still another parable: “The king-
dom of heaven is like ______ that a woman took 
and mixed into about sixty pounds of _____ until 
it worked all through the ________.” 


