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UNIT: THE PURPOSE OF MUSIC 4/8 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Power in Music

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the purpose of Music and Singing in the Bible. 
Themes: Trusting in God.
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Lesson	Content

As this unit is on Singing and Music, teachers may like to combine their classes for 
the first half to discuss the topic and stories and sing some songs together. Over the 
course of the term the children could prepare an item together to perform at the 
end of the unit.

Read and discuss the following story about ‘power in music’.

2 Chronicles 20 - Jehoshaphat defeats the Armies without lifting a sword.

When Jehoshaphat heard a huge army was coming up against him he called 
the whole of Judah to fast and pray to God. While the whole of Judah fasted Je-
hoshaphat prayed to God and asked him to prevent the enemies from taking away 
their inheritance.

The end of Jehoshaphats prayer - 12 Our God, will you not judge them? For we 
have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to 
do, but our eyes are on you.” 13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children 
and little ones, stood there before the LORD. 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon the prophet Jahasiel son of Zehariah: 

 15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! 
This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this 
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow march down against 
them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end 
of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take 
up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Ju-
dah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them 
tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.’” 

Jehoshaphat and all of Judah bowed before the Lord. Some also stood up and 
made a loud noise praying to God. 

 20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have 
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faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and 
you will be successful.” 21 After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed 
men to sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they 
went out at the head of the army, saying: 

   “Give thanks to the LORD, 

   for his love endures forever.” 

 22 As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men 
of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were 
defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from Mount 
Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from 
Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

When the men of Judah saw the valley, they saw dead bodies everywhere, no one 
had escaped. They gathered all the equipment and clothing from the defeated 
armies and returned home.

 27 Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joy-
fully to Jerusalem, for the LORD had given them cause to rejoice over their en-
emies. 28 They entered Jerusalem and went to the temple of the LORD with harps 
and lyres and trumpets. 29 The fear of God came on all the surrounding king-
doms when they heard how the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 
30 And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him rest 
on every side. 

Other stories of Power in Music

Acts 16:16-38 Paul and Silas sing praises to God when chained up in prison. 
The walls of the prison fell down but they didn’t escape, they used the opportunity 
to tell the prison guard about the power of God and what they had to do to be 
saved. The prison guard and his whole family were saved and Paul and Silas were 
released from prison.

Joshua 2 - Walls of Jericho come tumbling down after Israel circle the city for 
seven days playing their trumpets.
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Discussion	Questions
1. For what different reasons did people in the bible days sing to God? TN: 
When in victory, to praise God, prepares us to be able to hear the word and 
helps us focus on God, to teach the word, to learn the word.
2. What was Jehoshaphat about to lose? TN: The land that the Lord had given 
them.
3. What did everyone in Judah do while Jehoshaphat waiting for God to speak 
to him? TN: Everyone prayed and fasted.
4. How could the people of Judah been feeling? TN: Anxious, worried, they 
could potentially lose the promised land.
5. How did singing benefit Elisha and Saul? TN: Last lesson the students learned 
about Elisha and Saul being able to focus more on God after listening to music.
6. How could singing have helped the people of Judah while they waited?
7. What was God’s promise to Jehoshaphat?
8. What did Jehoshaphat have to do to win the battle? TN: Nothing, he only had 
to trust in God.
9. How did the people of Judah show their trust in God? TN: They sang praises 
to God. While they were singing praises to God the visiting armies fought and 
killed each other leaving no fighting for the men of Judah.
10. What did Judah collect from the bodies of the dead soldiers?
11. Why did Jehoshaphats Kingdom live in peace for a long time after this war?

Activities/Craft
• Prepare an End of Term Song or Play. In your class groups or as a 

whole group have the children prepare an end of year song or musical. It 
could be based on one or more of the stories about music in the bible.

• Discuss the message in Songs we sing. Ask each child to choose a 
favourite song from our church song list. Go through each song and discuss 
the message in each.

• Make up a tune or rhythm for the words the people of Judah 
sang while waiting for their victory. 
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“Give thanks to the LORD, 

   for his love endures forever.” 

_______________ insert line

_______________ insert line

• Make a musical instrument. The people of Israel brought back harps, lyres 
and trumpets from the battle. Have the students design and make a trumpet.

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


