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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Learning and Praising God by Singing

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the purpose of Music and Singing in the Bible. 
Themes: Learning and teaching through singing and praising God.



Intermediate	

UNIT: THE PURPOSE OF MUSIC 3/8 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Lesson	Content
As this unit is on Singing and Music, teachers may like to combine their classes for 
the first half to discuss the topic and stories and sing some songs together. Over the 
course of the term the children could prepare an item together to perform at the 
end of the unit.

Music and Singing is so important that we are told to include it in our worship and 
praise. Last lesson we learned that Music prepares us for blessing. Singing can also 
be a way to praise God and speak share word. What an awesome way to learn 
about God and share is word.

In week 1 we learned about one of the first songs in the bible, ‘Horse and Rider’. 
Ask the children if they can remember why Israel sang this song.

Read and discuss one or both of the following scriptures about praising God and 
sharing the word of God through singing.

Ephesians 5:15-20 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore 
do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on 
wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to 
one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for every-
thing, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians 3:15-17 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ 
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 
in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Discussion	Questions
1. What is wisdom?
2. How does the letter to the Ephesians tell us to be wise?
3. What does debauchery mean? TN: Excessive indulgence in worldly pleasures.
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4. How can we fill ourselves with the Spirit?
5. How can singing help the peace of God rule in our hearts?
6. What does having the peace of God rule your hearts feel like?
7. What is the opposite of having the peace of God ruling your hearts?
8. What does it mean to be thankful?
9. What do we have to be thankful about?
10. Why can singing help teach the word of God? TN: Songs and tunes are 
easier to remember than sentences. The majority of our older songs come directly 
from scripture and from the psalms (meaning - songs accompanied by music) 
and therefore the scripture will be planted in our head. You can also ask the chil-
dren if they remember any phone numbers for pizza shops etc and talk about the 
use of jiggles in advertising to help us remember phone numbers and where to 
go if we need something like a big juicy pizza.

Activities/Craft
• Prepare an End of Term Song or Play. In your class groups or as a 

whole group have the children prepare an end of year song or musical. It 
could be based on one or more of the stories about music in the bible.

• Discuss the message in Songs we sing. Ask each child to choose a 
favourite song from our church song list. Go through each song and discuss 
the message in each.

• Write a Jingle. Have the children choose a favourite scripture (or use the 
ones from this lesson). Have them work in pairs to make up a jingle that 
makes the scripture easy to remember. 

• Design a musical instrument. Have the children design a new percus-
sion instrument. If the appropriate resources are available children could then 
make them or they could make them next lessons once the required resources 
are known and can be purchased.

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own. 
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