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UNIT: THE PURPOSE OF MUSIC 2/8 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Music Prepares us for Blessing

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To gain an understanding of the purpose of Music and Singing in the Bible. 
Themes: Music prepares us to hear the words of the Lord.

Lesson	Content
As this unit is on Singing and Music, teachers may like to combine their classes for 
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the first half to discuss the topic and stories before singing together. When you are 
in your class room you can discuss the topics further with the Intermediate students. 
Over the course of the term the children could prepare an item together to perform 
at the end of the unit.

Read or summarise Elisha’s story in II Kings 3 and discuss his need for a harpist. 

Years ago the King of Moab rebelled against the new King of Israel. So the King of 
Israel, King Joram called the King of Judah and the King of Edom to go and fight 
Moab with him. They agreed and they set off together. After marching for seven 
days the armies had no more water. The King of Israel got angry at God for bring-
ing the three armies together and then allowing them to become weak with no 
water. The King of Judah asked if there was a prophet around who could ask God 
for them. King Joram knew of Elisha and sent for him.

II Kings 3:13-24 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “Why do you want to involve me? 
Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.” 

   “No,” the king of Israel answered, “because it was the LORD who called us three 
kings together to deliver us into the hands of Moab.” 

 14 Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, if I did not 
have respect for the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not pay any 
attention to you. 15 But now bring me a harpist.” 

   While the harpist was playing, the hand of the LORD came on Elisha 16 and he 
said, “This is what the LORD says: I will fill this valley with pools of water. 17 For this 
is what the LORD says: You will see neither wind nor rain, yet this valley will be filled 
with water, and you, your cattle and your other animals will drink. 18 This is an 
easy thing in the eyes of the LORD; he will also deliver Moab into your hands. 19 
You will overthrow every fortified city and every major town. You will cut down every 
good tree, stop up all the springs, and ruin every good field with stones.” 

The next morning everything happened as the Lord said it would.

In this story Elisha was frazzled by the lack of faith and unable to focus or hear the 
word of God until he spent time listening to the harpist. Music plays an important 
part of our meetings. We (or our parents) can arrive to a meeting frazzled by our 
lives or the week we’re having. Singing songs together prepares us to be in a state 
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where we can hear the word of God and share in the blessing.

Discussion	Questions
1. Why was the King of Israel angry with God? TN: He thought God had 
brought the three armies together but then he thought that God had made it so 
that they couldn’t win the fight.
2. Why did Elisha need a harpist before he could talk to God?
3. What is it like getting out of the house in the morning before church?
4. Is it sometimes a rush and/or a bit stressful?
5. Do you sing in the shower? How does it make you feel?
6. How do you feel after the choruses on Sunday when you have been singing?
7. What was God’s promise to the three armies?
8. What happened the next morning? TN: As God had promised.
9. Who else played a harp? TN: David used to play the Harp for King Solomon 
when he was over taken by a Spirit that made him unhappy and unable to focus 
on God.
10. What do you like most about the choruses? TN: Go around in a cirlce and 
ask each child to tell you what they like most and/or if they would like to play a 
musical instrument or sing on stage one day. Encourage the children to pursue 
what they would like to do and talk to some of the singers and musicians.

Activities/Craft
• Prepare an End of Term Song or Play. In your class groups or as a 

whole group have the children prepare an end of year song or musical. It 
could be based on one or more of the stories about music in the bible.

• Sing some favourite choruses together. Sing some songs together. 
See if a guitarist can come and play. Tell the children to think about how they 
feel before you start singing. Then discuss how they feel after having a really 
good sing. You may also like to discuss the song words and see if they come 
directly from scripture.

• Make a musical instrument. Make a harp using rubber bands and a 
coat hanger or something similar. David used to play the harp for King Saul 
to settle his Spirit.
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• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


