
Intermediate	

UNIT: WHO IS JESUS 7/9 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Jesus’ Followers

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about the disciples and how they learned from following and listening  
to Jesus.
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Lesson	Content
When Jesus began his time as a teacher he gathered twelve men together to follow 
him and learn from him so that they could help him. Jesus needed people to carry 
on spreading God’s word after he left.
Mark 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17”Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 18 At once they left their nets and 
followed him.

Luke 6:12-16 After Jesus had spent a night praying with God he chose twelve  
disciples to come and be his closest friends while he was on earth. They were to  
follow him and learn from listening and watching. The twelve he chose were: 
14Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, 
Philip and Bartholomew, 15Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,  
and Simon called Zelotes, 16And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, 
which also was the traitor.

Discussion	Questions
What is a disciple? Teacher note: A follower of Jesus
Why did Jesus want the disciples to follow him? Teacher note: to learn
Do you remember how you learned to tie your shoe laces? Did you watch  
someone else do it first?
Do you follow your parents around the shops or watch them when they do things?
How can you learn from Jesus today?

What did Jesus mean by ‘fishers of men’?

Activities/Craft
• Mind Map Give each student their Mind Maps. They will be filling out the mind 

map over the term and by the end have a big visual picture of who Jesus is.  
Children are filling out one section per lesson. Have the children stick pictures 

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
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and/or write key words that relate to today’s topics. After your discussion you 
will have some key points to work with that summarise the week’s topic.

Follow on with another activity.

• Power Verse John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, that who ever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  
Ask the children if they can remember the terms power verse and how it re-
lates  
to ‘Who Jesus is’.

• Make Memory Card Game Have children draw a picture of all of the 
disciples on one sheet of paper with the disciples name underneath. Cut them 
out and back them with some coloured card. When finished pair up the chil-
dren and have them combine their cards and play a game of memory togeth-
er. Game Rules: Turn all cards face down and children take turns turning two 
cards over, if they pick the same disciples, they can take the two cards and 
look again. If they pick two different disciples they turn them face down again 
and the other person has a turn. The winner is the person with the most pairs 
at the end.

Activities from external texts.

• Disciples Follow Jesus Group R.E.A.L The Encyclopedia of Bible 
Crafts for Children    Group Publishing, USA. Page 111, 112

• Jesus prays for his Twelve Apostles Carol A.Jackson (2004).  
Follow Jesus. Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, Ohio. Page 85

• The Disciples learning game Carol A.Jackson (2004).  
Follow Jesus. Standard Publishing, Cincinnati, Ohio. Pages 78-79, 82

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


