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Structure

1. Sunday school assembly 10-15min. 
Includes music, testimonies, tithe & opening prayer

2. Summary from previous lesson - Nebuchadnezzar Gone Mad

3. Introduce lesson topic

4. Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible

5. Discuss and breakdown – use discussion questions

6. Craft/Activity

7. Summary of lesson

8. Cleanup, teacher to stick craft/activities away in children’s portfolio’s

9. Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games

10. Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator or 

Lesson Title
Writing on the Wall

Lesson Purpose and Themes
To learn about Daniel, his history and purpose. Themes: 

Reference and Notes
Daniel Chapter 5 - Ask the children if they have heard the expression ‘the writing’s 
on the wall’. What do they think it means?

By Daniel Chapter 5 there was a new King in Babylon called Belshazzar who was 
the son of Nebuchadnezzar (Not to be confused with Belteshazzar which is Daniel’s 
name given to him by King Nebuchadnezzar).

Belshazzar threw a huge party for himself and his friends and ordered his servants 
to bring him the vessels from the temple so he and his friends could drink their wine 
from them. This would have been against his fathers wishes.
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During the night a (severed) hand appeared and wrote something on the wall before  
their eyes. Belshazzar did not know what it meant and was extremely frightened.

Like his father (after he had bad dreams) he sent for all the wise men in the land to 
tell him the meaning but none of them could tell him. They told him about Daniel 
though and how Daniel had interpreted many dreams for his father.

When Daniel came before the King he told him that God had humbled Nebuchadn-
ezzar his father and his father had grown powerful because God had allowed him to. 
Daniel told Belshazzar that he had not learned from his fathers experiences, he was 
arrogant and disobedient (taking the vessels demonstrated his disobedience). 

Daniel interprets the writing...

Daniel Chapter 5: 25 - 31 “This is the inscription that was written:

  mene, mene, tekel, parsin

26 “Here is what these words mean:

Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end.

27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.

28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”

29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was 
placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the king-
dom. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31 and Dar-
ius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.

Discussion Questions
1. What did Belshazzar not learn from his father?

2. What did he do that was disobedient?

3. How did God tell him that he had done the wrong thing?

4. After hearing the story what do you think the expression ‘the writing’s on the wall’ 
means?
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Activities/Craft
•	 Writing on the Wall. Have the children write ‘mene mene, tekek, parsin’ on a 

piece of wood or card with the translation written underneath. 

•	 Secret Message. Have the children write or draw a secret message to someone 
else in white crayon. Have them hand the paper on for the secret receiver to paint 
over and reveal the message.

•	 Finger Painting. Have the children do a finger painting of the Daniel telling the 
King his dream or of another Daniel story they have already learned about.

•	 Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

•	 See	filing	cabinet	and	craft	books	for	additional	activities	or	create	your	own.
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