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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Introduction to Animals in the Bible - The Horse

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about animals, their stories in the Bible and their place in the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

Lesson	Content
In Bible history Horses were used for transportation, in war, traded for goods and 
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money, as royal gifts to kings, pagan worship and symbols of wealth, character, 
and prophesies.

Horses were ridden by kings, princes, conquerors, and soldiers. To ride a horse 
implied war, doom and victory. Men of peace did not ride horses but rode don-
keys, mules, camels and drove oxen carts so they wouldn’t be associated with war. 
In fact, horses were such a symbol of army strength in Bible times that God didn’t 
want the Israelite kings to keep many horses. The Lord did not want the Israelites to 
trust in their resources of strength, but He wanted them to rely on Himself for deliv-
erance and victory from their enemies. 

Deuteronomy 17:15,16 (AMP) “You shall surely set as king over you him who the 
Lord your God will choose…but he shall not multiply horses to himself or cause the 
people to return to Egypt in order to multiply horses…” 

Proverbs 21:31 (AMP) “The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but deliverance 
and victory are of the Lord.” 

Horses were useful in war because they were easy to control and appeared fear-
less. “…as the horse rushes like a torrent into battle.” (Jeremiah 8:6) Armies with 
many horsemen would look physically strong and frightening which God didn’t 
want for his armies. Israel won battles through the power of God and His miracles. 
Even though the army of Israel didn’t look tough, when they looked to God, they 
won every battle.

Pharaoh was a powerful man and would look very threatening when riding around 
on his chariot and with his horsemen close by. His entire army of horses and men 
were thrown into the sea when God delivered the Israelites from slavery under 
Pharaoh. The people of Israel didn’t have any way to defend themselves against 
pharaoh and his army of horsemen but God was able to deliver them.

Alternate/Additional Discussion:

Over the years horses have become a very popular animal because of their useful-
ness, strength, beauty and obedience. Even though a horse is a big strong animal, 
they can be controlled very easily and are willing to be controlled. A metal bit is 
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put in its mouth so a person can steer the horse while riding on its back (James 
4:3). A horse is naturally a flight animal meaning that it will run away from a 
scary situation. However with a rider on its back...  “…the horse rushes like a 
torrent into battle.” (Jeremiah 8:6) We can learn a lot from a horses obedient 
and willing attitute.

Discussion	Questions
1. Who used the horse in bible times?

2. What uses have horses had over time?

3. Why didn’t God want the Israelites to have many horses?

4. Describe a proud person. 

5. How would a horse make someone feel proud? TN: Horses were a natural 
sight of strength and power.

6. Describe a humble person. What did humble people ride? Why?

7. What are the positive characteristics of a horse that we can aspire to have 
ourselves? TN: The distinction may need to be made that although horses were 
used in war, it was their riders that were aggressive and proud, not the horse. 
The horse did as it was asked my its master.

Activities/Craft
• Chariot Race. Do a relay chariot race. In groups of three have the chil-

dren take turns at two people (using a monkey grip) carrying the one 
around/through an obstacle course. They must rotate rider and carriers 
second and third time through. Put some rules in place, such as no running 
to ensure safety.

• Horse Vs Donkey. Proud Vs Humble. Give the children an A4 piece of 
paper and have them draw a line down the middle. Humble people rode 
donkeys not horses because they did not want to be associated with war. 
Have the children draw or describe the characteristics of a humble person 
on one side and a proud person on the other.

• Origami Horse. See attached. Paul Jackson (2009). Origami Zoo. Gibbs 
Smith Books, China.



Intermediate	

UNIT: ANIMALS IN THE BIBLE 6/7 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

• Origami/Craft: Source quality origami and craft books and web sites for 
ideas. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• Map. http://www.arkdiscovery.com/red_sea_crossing.htm date accessed 
26/3/2012

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________






