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UNIT: ANIMALS IN THE BIBLE 5/7 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Introduction to Animals in the Bible - Birds

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about animals, their stories in the Bible and their place in the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

Lesson	Content
Fowl. — This word which, in its most general sense, applies to anything that flies in 
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the air (Genesis 1:20, 21)

The dove is mentioned in the Bible more often than any other bird (over 50 times); 
this comes both from the great number of doves flocking in Israel because of their 
popularity. The dove is first spoken of in the story of Noah and the flood (Genesis 
8:8-12). Jesus spoke of the dove as a symbol of simplicity; it was considered a per-
fect bird in appearance and to be around and was therefore a fitting emblem for 
the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 3:16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.

The Raven is by far the most common of all the birds in Israel, like the buzzards, 
vultures, dogs, jackals, and hyenas, it is a scavenger. It feeds on carcasses, wan-
dering for meals, picking out the eyes of the newly dropped or weakly animals, 
resorting to desolate places. The raven, when no other food is around, picks out 
grains freshly sown by farmers.

Luke 8:5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.

The raven is one of the least favourable birds. It eats dead food and digs up the 
seeds planted by the farmer.

Luke 12:24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither 
storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than 
the birds?

The Eagle is also mentioned many times in the bible.

Isaiah 40:31 But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk 
and not faint.

Seven Attributes on the Eagle (read and discuss how we can relate our spiritual 
walk to an eagle).
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1.  Eagles fly at a high altitude and alone, or with other Eagles. No other bird can 
go to the height of an eagle.

2. Eagles have strong vision. They can focus on something up to 5 kms away and 
when focused, will not get distracted.

3. Eagles do not eat dead things, only fresh prey. They are not like vultures that eat 
from dead carcasses.

4. Eagles love the storm. They use the storms wind to lift them higher. All other 
birds hide in the leaves and branches of trees.

5. The Eagle tests before it trusts. When a female eagle meets a male and they 
want to mate, she flies down to earth with the male pursuing her and she picks a 
twig. She flies back into the air with the male pursuing her. Once she has reached 
a height high enough for her, she lets the twig fall to the ground and watches it as 
it falls. The male chases after the twig. The faster it falls, the faster he chases it. He 
has to catch it before it  falls to the ground. He then brings it back to the female 
eagle. The female eagle grabs the twig and flies to a higher altitude and then drops 
the twig for the male to chase. This goes on for hours, with the height increasing 
until the female eagle is assured that the male eagle has mastered the art of catch-
ing the twig which shows commitment. Then and only then, will she allow him to 
mate with her.

6. Both male and female eagles are involved in raising their young.

7. When an eagle grows old, its feathers can become weak. When he feels old 
and weak he finds a place far away and plucks out all his feathers until completely 
bare. He stays in hiding until he has grown new feathers and then he ventures out 
once again.

Discussion	Questions
1. How many different kinds of birds can you think of?

2. Which type of bird do you like the most and why?

3. Which bird is the strongest?

4. Which bird is the most faithful?
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5. Why do people use the dove as a symbol for peace?

6. How can we be like the Eagle?

Activities/Craft
• Pop up Eagle. Source directions for making a pop up eagle or see attached.

• Eagle Hand and Foot Print. See image for directions.

• Eagle Craft. Go to http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mbaldeagle.htm

• Origami/Craft: Source quality origami and craft books and web sites for 
ideas. 

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________


