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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Introduction to Animals in the Bible - Sheep & Goats

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about animals, their stories in the Bible and their place in the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

Lesson	Content
Sheep and Goats
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Matthew 25:31-33 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy 
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, 
but the goats on the left.

Jesus spoke of the final judgment as being like a shepherd separating sheep and 
goats (shepherds grazed them in mixed flocks). Separating sheep from goats in 
western countries is not difficult. Sheep are bred for their wool so they look quite 
different. However, sheep and goats in Asia and Africa are often similar in appear-
ance consistent with them belonging to the same created kind. 

Non-shepherds could find it difficult to distinguish such sheep and goats, but the 
shepherd knows the difference and easily separates them. For example, there are 
differences in behaviour: sheep tend to follow; goats go their own way. At the judg-
ment, the Great Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20) will know the difference and will sepa-
rate those who followed Him (Mat. 10:38) from those who went their own way.

God often describes his people as sheep in scripture. Sheep listen to their shep-
herd, and follow him. They look to him for all their needs and will suffer without 
him. Goats are stubborn. They resist being told what to do. They’ll eat (take in) al-
most anything, even garbage. People who please God do what he says and look to 
him for guidance. People who resist God and want to do their own thing are stub-
born, and end up accepting the lies and garbage of this world. The goats in the 
lesson thought they were doing God’s work, but they were obviously not listening to 
how he wanted it done, or they were doing it for their own goals, not his.

Additional Reading & Discussion

John 10 - Jesus the true and good Shepherd

The shepherd:

The shepherd usually leads the flock, calling the sheep by their names from time to 
time. The shepherd at sunset waters his flock, folds them ordinarily in some of the 
many caves found on every hillside, and with trained dogs guards them at night.
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Feed my sheep:

John 21:16-18 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to 
him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you 
love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love 
You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when 
you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when 
you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry 
you where you do not wish.” 

Discussion	Questions
1. Why did God bless us with sheep?

2. What do we use their wool for?

3. What are some of the natural differences between sheep and goats? What 
they eat, how they behave etc...

4. Why did God use sheep and goats as an analogy to describe us?

5. What is an analogy?

6. How can we be like a sheep or a goat?

7. What does a shepherd do for his sheep?

8. Who is the true shepherd?

9. What has the true shepherd done for you?

10. How does Jesus want Simon to show his love? TN: By feeding his sheep.

11. Who are God’s sheep and how are we going to feed them? TN: In Acts 2 and 
Hebrews 10 we are encouraged to spend time with each other and encourage 
each other, feeding each other the word of God.

Activities/Craft
• Sheep or Goat. Have the children come up with scenarios where they 

could choose to act like a sheep or a goat. Eg. You’re at the school canteen 
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and there are kids pushing in. How could you act like a sheep or a goat? 
Have them act it out. Then discuss the consequences of each action.

• Sheep & Goat Acrostic. Make two arcrostics, one of sheep identifying 
positive behaviours and one of goats, identifying negative behaviours.

• Marshmallow Sheep. Stick mini marshmallows together with fondant 
around a two big marshmallows stuck together with fondant or a tooth pick to 
make marshmallow sheep.

• Sheep Craft. Go to http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/lambs.htm

• Origami/Craft: Source quality origami and craft books and web sites for 
ideas. See attached.

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________




