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* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Introduction to Animals in the Bible - The Ass

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about animals, their stories in the Bible and their place in the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

Lesson	Content
Some History on the Ass/Donkey
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The Ass or Donkey has always enjoyed more favour than all other beasts of burden in 
the Bible. It is mentioned more than one hundred and thirty times in the Bible. It was 
ridden by the common people and by persons of the highest rank (Judges 5:10; 10:4; 
2 Samuel 17:23; 19:26, etc.).White asses, more rare, were also more appreciated 
and reserved for the use of the nobles (Judges 5:10).

The ass serves in the East for many purposes. Its even gait and sure-footedness, so well 
suited to the rough paths of the Holy Land, made it at all times the most popular of all 
the animals for riding in those hilly regions (Genesis 22:3; Luke 19:30). 

Jesus, when about to come triumphantly to Jerusalem, commanded His disciples to 
bring Him an ass and her colt; An asses colt represents peace and meek obedience 
(John 12:15).

Although the Scripture speaks of “saddling” the ass, usually no saddle was used by 
the rider. A cloth was spread upon the back of the ass and fastened by a strap was all 
the equipment. Upon this cloth the rider sat with a servant usually walking alongside. 
Should a family journey, the women and children would ride the asses, attended by the 
father (Exodus 4:20). 

As well as people asses also used to and still carry many burdens and often treck long 
distances with those burdens.

Look at some of the references to see what they carried:

Matthew 18:6, Mark 9:41; Luke 17:2, Deuteronomy 22:10; Isaiah 30:24, etc. Deu-
teronomy 22:10

Some cultures used the ass in war however to the Hebrews the ass was essentially for 
peaceful use, the emblem of peace, as the horse was the symbol of war. The ass was 
considered to be an unclean meat and therefore not eaten except for during extreme 
hardship when an asses head was sold for 120 pieces of silver.

The ass is still used around the world carrying people and goods over long, rocky dis-
tances.

Read the story of Balaam and his talking Donkey in Numbers 22.

Discussion	Questions
1. How many uses did/does the ass have?
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2. Who used the ass and for what purposes? TN: Commoners, nobles, farmers, trav-
elling families, merchants, Jesus, anyone who could afford one.

3. What is a noble?

4. What other animals did people use to travel on in the bible?

5. What do we use for travel now?

6. Why was the donkey moving aside and knocking Balaam into the wall? TN: Be-
cause the donkey could see the angel of the Lord.

7. Why didn’t Balaam follow God’s instruction? TN Balaam let the men who visited 
him, convince him that it was right to go with them.

8. Why couldn’t Balaam see the angel? TN: He wasn’t looking to God, he was fol-
lowing the peer pressure of the men that visited him.

9. What is peer pressure?

10. Have you been peer pressured do to something that you knew you shouldn’t have? 
Did you find it easy or difficult to say no? Why?

11. What did the Donkey say to Balaam?

Activities/Craft
• Pin the Tail on the Ass. Enlarge attachment to A3 or larger. Combine classes 

or play in smaller groups.

• Donkey Craft. Go to http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mpaperdonkey.htm

• Origami/Craft: Source quality origami and craft books and web sites for ideas. 
See attachment - diagram-donkey1.pdf

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each other 
about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and anything else 
they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.
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