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UNIT: ANIMALS IN THE BIBILE 1/7 

* Show the children where the stories are in the bible. The children need to know 
where the stories come from and that they are not ‘fairy tales’.

Suggested	Structure

Introduction - All Kids

 Sunday School Assembly

 (May include opening prayer, prayer requests, music, testimonies) 

 Encourage the senior students to lead the music, prayer and/or share what God  
 is doing their life.

 Summary of previous lesson – ask the children

 Introduce lesson topic

Lesson - Break into class groups

 Read through lesson content using discussion questions

 (Read story or scripture from children’s bible* or appropriate bible)

 Discuss and breakdown as necessary

 Craft/Activity

Finish

 Summary of lesson

 Cleanup, collate craft work, name and put in children’s/class portfolio’s or other

 Supervised free play, outdoor games or board games if meeting isn’t finished

 Please leave feedback with your SS coordinator.

Lesson	Title
Introduction to Animals in the Bible - Bees

Lesson	Purpose	and	Themes
To learn about animals, their stories in the Bible and their place in the Kingdom of 
God on earth.

Lesson	Content
There are 138 different animals mentioned the bible. Some animals, like the Don-
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key, Lamb and Fish are mentioned many times while others like the Leopard and Ape 
are only mentioned a few times. 

Nowhere in the Bible is the ape supposed to be indigenous to Israel. Apes are men-
tioned with gold, silver, ivory, and peacocks among the precious things imported by 
Solomon from Tharsis (1 Kings 10:22; 2 Chronicles 9:21).

All animals are on the earth for a purpose. Some seem to have a really important 
purpose like the cow that provides milk and the horse and dog that do work for us. 
Some seem useless and pesty like flies and ants.

The Bee

Read the following scriptures together:

Exodus 3:8 So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and 
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.

Matthew 3:4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

Luke 24:40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But 
while they still did not believe for joy, and marvelled, He said to them, “Have you any 
food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 
And He took it and ate in their presence.

Israel, according to Scripture, is a land flowing with honey. Its dry climate, rich abun-
dance, variety of aromatic flowers, and its limestone rocks made it a suitable place 
for bees.

In Old Testament times, honey was a bought and sold for export (Ezekiel 27:17) and 
given as a gift or peace offering along with spices, myrrh and nuts (Genesis 43:11). 
Bees are spoken of in Bible as a term of comparison for a large army relentlessly 
harassing their enemies (Deuteronomy 1:44). Debôrah, the Hebrew name for bee, 
was a favourite name for women.

Discussion	Questions
1. How many animals are there mentioned in the bible? TN: 138
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2. What’s an animal story you already know about from the bible?

3. Who named all of the animals in the OT? TN: Adam and Eve

4. What’s your favourite animal? Why?

5. What’s your least favourite animal? Why?

6. What sort of animals/insects/birds do you think have a good purpose and are 
important?

7. What animals/insects/birds do you feel are yucky or useless? TN: All animals 
have a purpose to God. Spend time thinking about the purpose of the animals 
they might not like. eg. Spiders eat flies.

8. What purpose do bees have?

9. What is a land that flows with milk and honey a picture of? TN: Growth and 
provision. The Bees have flowers to feast on a make honey with and milk repre-
sents cows and the rich pasture they are feeding on. Moses brought the Israelites 
out of Israel and into a truly wonderful place.

10. What is the story that surrounds God providing the Israelites with the land 
flowing with milk and honey? TN: Give the children time to read the story?

Activities/Craft
• Holiday Discussion. Discuss what the children got up to in their holidays 

and if they went to any camps. The children may have been sitting in the 
meetings during the holidays. See if any of them have questions about the 
things they heard or saw happening.

• Animal Game. Source animal drama games suitable to your age group or 
games suitable to the whole group.

Suggested links:

http://www.kidscom.com/games/animal/animal.html

• Favourite Animal Game

Write each child’s name on a card, and ask them to tell you their favourite ani-
mal and three adjectives to describe the animal. As they tell you, write the 
three adjectives on a name tag BEFORE their name (omit the name of the 
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animal). Ask them to mingle with the others, sharing why these adjectives best 
describe their own personality. EXAMPLES: Loyal, cuddly, playful Dan.

• Art - Land Flowing with Milk and Honey. Paint a picture of a healthy 
land flowing with milk and honey.

• Honey and Locusts. Ask the children to think about what a locust would 
be like to eat drenched in honey. The have the children describe in detail the 
sound it would make as you ate it and what it would look like. You might also 
like to bring something that could resemble a crunchy locust dipped in honey.

• Origami/Craft: Term or Lesson project. Discuss with other teachers 
prior to the lesson if you would like to do a term project together. Source 
quality origami and craft books and web sites for ideas.

Suggested links:

Bumble Bee (Single lesson): http://www.examguideonline.com/how-to-origami-a-
bumblebee-3026.html

Owl - (multiple lesson): http://www.cutoutandkeep.net/projects/modular-origami-
animals

• Prayer/Devotions. At the end of the lesson have the kids pray for each 
other about what they have learned, the week ahead, their pastors and any-
thing else they might like to pray for.

• See filing cabinet and craft books for additional activities or create your own.

Feedback
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


